
OKFRW BYLAWS WITH PROPOSED CHANGES 
INCORPORATED INTO THE REFERENCED DOCUMENT 

LOCATIONS  

LADIES 
PLEASE NOTE THE PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES THROUGHOUT THIS DOCUMENT.  
SOME PROPOSED CHANGES HAVE RATIONALE STATEMENTS, AND SOME DO NOT 

HAVE RATIONALE STATEMENTS. 

ANY INSTANCES OF CHANGE IN ARTICLES SHALL BE LINED THROUGH IF 
DELETED OR HIGHLIGHTED IN ORANGE IF ADD BY A PROPOSED CHANGE.   

IF THE PROPOSAL IS DEFEATED, ALL ASSOCIATED INSTANCES SHALL HAVE THE 
LINED THROUGH SECTIONS REINSTATED.  IF THE PROPOSAL IS ACCEPTED, THE 

ASSOCIATED INSTANCES SHALL BE MOVED, CHANGED OR REMOVED FROM THE 
BYLAWS. 

 ANY CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION OF A COMMITTEE OR BOARD WILL ALSO 
FOLLOW THIS PROCEDURE. 

PER SUGGESTION, STANDING RULES WILL ALSO BE ADDRESSED AT THE END OF 
THE BYLAWS AS APPENDICES. 

ANY CHANGES TO ARTICLE NUMBERS AND SUB-PARAGRAPHS SHALL BE 
RENUMBERED AND APPLIED ACCORDINGLY AFTER ALL VOTING HAS BEEN 

COMPLETED. 

VOTING DELEGATES, ALTERNATES AND EX-OFFICIO VOTERS SHOULD REVIEW 
ALL ARTICLES FOR PROPOSED CHANGES.  A TEXT BOX SHALL EXPLAIN THE 

REFERENCED CHANGE OR DELETION OR OTHER ACTION.  THIS MAY INCLUDE 
EXACT WORDING FOR THE BYLAW BEING ADDED OR CHANGED.  REMOVALS 
SHALL BE SHOWN AS RED STIKETHROUGHS AND MAY BE OUTSIDE THE TEXT 

BOX AND THROUGHOUT THE BYLAWS IF THEY RELATE TO A PROPOSED BYLAW 
CHANGE. 

PLEASE DO YOUR DUE DILIGENCE AND READ THESE BYLAWS AHEAD OF THE 
CONVENTION.  FEEL FREE TO SAVE THESE BYLAWS ELECTRONICLY SO YOU CAN 
INSERT COMMENTS IN THE MARGINS. WE HAVE AT LEAST 50 PROPOSALS TO GO 

THROUGH AND NOT A LOT OF TIME.  THESE WILL BE PRINTED FOR THE 
CONVENTION TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS – GOING FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE 

END OF THE DOCUMENT FOR DISCUSSIONS AND VOTING. 

Note:  To insert a comment, click on “Edit" at the top of the document.  Then select the 
“Comment” to add to your electronic copy. 
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OKLAHOMA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
A member of the National Federation of Republican Women since 1941. 

 
BYLAWS 

Amened November 6, 2021 
Amended November 18, 2023 

 
ARTICLE I 

NAME 
 
Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be Oklahoma Federation of Republican Women, 
hereinafter referred to as OKFRW. 
 
Section 2.  The Bylaws and objectives of the OKFRW shall be consistent with those of the 
National Federation of Republican Women, hereinafter referred to as NFRW. 
 
Section 3.  The fiscal year of the OKFRW and its members shall be January 1 through December 
31. 
 
Section 4.  The Bylaws and objectives of each club shall not conflict with those herein, referred 
to as OFKRW Bylaws. 
 

ARTICLE II 
OBJECTIVES 

 
Section 1.  The objectives of the OKFRW shall be: 
 
 A. To promote an informed electorate through political education and activity. 
 

B. To increase the effectiveness of women in the cause of good government through active 
political participation. 

 
C. To facilitate cooperation between Republican Women’s clubs. 

 
D. To promote loyalty to the Republican Party, its candidates and its ideals. 

 
E. To support the objectives and policies of the Republican Party and to work for the 

election of the Republican Party’s nominees. 
 

ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Section 1.  General Qualifications. 
 

A. Membership in the OKFRW shall be through clubs and direct membership.  Clubs may  
become members of the NFRW only through the OKFRW.  No other State Federation in 
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Oklahoma shall be eligible for membership in the NFRW. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Membership in the OKFRW shall be extended to individual women registered to vote as 
a Republican who agree with its objectives and support the Bylaws of the OKFRW and 
NFRW. 

 
Section 2.  Club Charter and Membership Requirements. 
 
 A. Clubs may be chartered as members of the OKFRW and NFRW upon completion of the 

following requirements. 
 
  a. Form a permanent organization of ten (10) or more members. 
 

b. Elect officers. 
 

c. Adopt bylaws consistent with those of the OKFRW and NFRW and provide for at 
least five (5) meetings during the fiscal year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  d. Submit to the OKFRW President an application for membership including: 
   - name of club 
   - club’s bylaws for approval by the State Bylaws Chairman 
   - initial payment of current OKFRW and NFRW per capita dues and initial NFRW 

service charge 
   - list of names, addresses, zip+4 codes, e-mail addresses and phone numbers of 

club officers and members 
 

e. Club membership shall be subject to approval of the OKFRW Executive Committee, 
either by majority of those present and voting at a meeting or by a majority vote of 
mailed ballots received by a specific date. 
 

f. No club shall be admitted to or be allowed to continue its membership if it has gone 
on record within the last two (2) years as advocating a split ticket, or as having 
supported a candidate on an opposition ticket. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by SWOKRW:  Remove all references to “Direct 
members of OKFRW”. 
RATIONAL:  NFRW has removed the ability to add a direct member at the club level.  
Direct membership is only available at the NFRW level. 
The removal will also affect instances in Article III, IV, VI, VII, IX and references in 
Convention paragraphs. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #32:  Change instances of Chairman/Chairmen to 
Chair throughout the bylaws. 
RATIONAL:  Masculine pronouns are inappropriate in a Women’s Organization.  
Multiple instances throughout bylaws. 



4 
 

OKFRW Bylaws - Amended November 18, 2023 

g. The word “Republican” shall be included in the name of all clubs.  The word 
“Federation” shall not be used in the name of a club. 

 
B. Any individual woman registered to vote as a Republican may join the OKFRW directly 

if no club is available in their county, and upon completion of the following 
requirements: 

 
a. Apply to the OKFRW President for a direct membership in the OKFRW and NFRW. 

 
  b. Agree to support the objectives and Bylaws of the OKFRW and NFRW. 
 

c. Initial payment of current OKFRW and NFRW dues. 
 

d. Direct memberships shall be subject to the approval of the OKFRW President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. National At-Large Members from Oklahoma shall receive official email notifications 
from OKFRW.  They may register to attend First Ladies, Day at the Capitol and other 
OKFRW events.  Additionally, they may register to attend OKFRW Board Meetings or 
visit local clubs but shall not have a vote or voice at these events or meetings, since they 
are not members of a state club or the OKFRW. 

 
C. Special, non-voting categories of membership may be established by unit clubs, for 

example: 
 

a. Honorary membership may be extended to show special recognition 
 

b. Republican women who have primary membership in a federated club are eligible for 
Associate membership in clubs upon payment of the required annual dues.  Associate 
members cannot hold office, vote, or be counted for the purpose of determining the 
number of delegates to national or state federation meetings or conventions. 

 
c. Republican men are eligible for Associate membership upon payment of the required 

annual dues to the club.  They cannot hold office or have a voice or vote or be 
counted for the purpose of determining the number of delegates to national or state  

PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE by SWOKRW:  Add a new subparagraph that includes 
Oklahoma residents that choose to join NFRW as a Direct National At-Large Member. 
RATIONAL:  Oklahoma has a previous club member that has joined NFRW as a National At-
Large direct member.  While not a member of OKFRW or a local club, we are required by 
NFRW to include direct members in our email notifications.  Inviting them to attend our 
events and meetings to encourage them to join a local club again in the future. 
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federation meetings or conventions.  Republican men who are Associate members in 
clubs do not become members of the state federation or the NFRW. 

 
d. Special category members: 

- shall not be required to pay OFRW and NFRW dues, but only such local dues as 
may be established by club bylaws. 

- shall not be included on membership lists sent in to the OFRW and NFRW 
- shall not be counted for OFRW or NFRW. Biennial Convention delegate 

allocation purposes 
- shall not be included in membership or membership increase figures for purposes 

of the NFRW and OFRW Achievement Awards. 
 
Section 3.  Removal from Membership. 
 

A. A club or direct member may be removed from membership in the OKFRW and NFRW 
for the following reasons, upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the OKFRW Executive 
Committee present and voting at a meeting: 

   - non-payment of dues 
   - failure to maintain qualifications and requirements. 
   - advocating a split party ticket or supporting a candidate on an opposition ticket. 
 
 B. Any OKFRW member, officer, or any member of the OKFRW Board of Directors or any 

OKFRW appointee may be removed for cause from membership or from any OKFRW 
office or position of any kind, at the sole discretion of the Executive Committee, by a 
two-thirds vote of OKFRW Executive Committee present and voting at a meeting in 
closed session.  Cause for such removal shall include, with limitation, the failure or 
refusal to support the policies and objectives of the OKFRW, and by extension, any 
federated club of the OKFRW as stated in its bylaws, or any act of omission intended to 
cause or having the effect of causing damage to the OKFRW or its reputation or financial 
stability. 

 
C. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the initiation of litigation or any other 

adversary proceeding against the OKFRW or in which the OKFRW is a named defendant 
or respondent shall constitute cause for removal, and the NFRW shall be entitled to 
recover from such member, office or appointee its attorney’s fees or other costs and 
expenses relating to any such litigation or proceeding if the OKFRW shall substantially 
prevail therein. 

 
D. Any officer of the OKFRW or Member Club Executive Board has the power to call a 

Special Executive Meeting with the sole purpose of revocation of her membership.  Said 
members must be invited to attend the meeting.  A list of attendees should be kept, along 
with the minutes of that meeting.  If the vote is to remove the officer or member, she shall 
be presented a copy of the minutes, along with the list of attendees, in person if possible, 
or by Return Receipt Requested U.S. Mail.  If she refuses to turn over any club records  
she has in her possession, someone from the Sheriff’s Office shall be contacted to take 
possession of those records. 
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Section 4.  Reinstatement of Membership. 
 

A. A club or direct member removed from membership for any cause may be reinstated by 
filing an application for reinstatement, which shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the OKFRW Executive Committee present and voting at a meeting. 

 
ARTICLE IV 

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 
 
Section 1.  Elected Officers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A. The elected officers of the OKFRW shall be: 
   - President 
   - First Vice President 
   - Second Vice President 
   - Third Vice President 
   - Fourth Vice President* 
   - Recording Secretary 
   - Treasurer 
   - A Director and an Assistant Director from each Congressional District 
 * If no candidate is available for this position, it will be left vacant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. To qualify to run for the position of President, the nominee must serve a minimum of one 
term in the position as a Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 C. The appointed officers of the OKFRW shall be: 
  - Chaplain 

PROPSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #1 & #5:  Change the composition of the Executive 
Committee/Board of Directors.  Also affects Article VI 
RATIONAL:  Align with the NFRW with the elected members achieving the duties required 
by the Executive Board.  District Directors and Alternates would move to the Standing 
Membership Committee as a committee member.  Move would affect instances in Article IV 
and VI. 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 2:  Change the composition of the Executive 
Committee.  Move would also affect instances in Article VI, VII. 
NOTE:  CL # 9 states to move them to select committees which contradicts CL changes #23 
and #25 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #8:  Move qualification paragraph to Nominations 
so it is readily available for the nominating committee to ensure compliance of President 
candidate submissions. 
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  - Corresponding Secretary 
  - Historian 
 

B. Each officer shall be a club member in good standing whose OKFRW and NFRW dues 
are current. 

 
C. Each officer shall be equally responsible for promotion of the OKFRW in the State of 

Oklahoma. 
 

 D. Each elected officer shall make an annual report to the OKFRW Board of Directors. 
 

 E. All elected officers of OKFRW shall refrain from officially endorsing Republican 
candidates who have opposition at the primary level or in a runoff election including 
those of U.S. President and Vice President, until the primary or runoff election has been 
held.  An individual club member is free to work for or support candidates of their 
choice if it is not done in the name of the OKFRW or federated club. 

 
Section 2.  Term of Office. 
 
 
 
 

A. OKFRW Officers shall be elected or appointed for a term of two (2) years. 
 

B. The term of office shall be from January 1 following election of officers through 
December 31 two years hence, regardless of when installation takes place.  They shall 
serve until their successor takes office. 

 
 
 
 

C. No officer, District Director or Assistant Director shall serve more than two successive 
terms in the same office.  The member may run for a different elected position. 

 
D. Newly elected officers of the OKFRW shall be known as “officers-elect,” and shall be 

non-voting members of the OKFRW Executive Committee until their terms begin. 
 
Section 3.  Duties of the President: 
 

A. To increase the OKFRW’s membership with the aid of the Congressional District 
Directors and the Membership Committee. 

 
B. To preside over all meetings of the OKFRW, its Executive Committee and Board of 

Directors. 
 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE CL #10:  Remove “or appointed” from sentence. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE CL #11:  WORDING CHANGE: Remove District 
Director and add the word “serve” to make the sentence complete and correct. 
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C. To represent the OKFRW at all times or to designate someone as her representative in her 
absence or inability to do so. 

 
D. To be the liaison officer between the OKFRW and the Republican State Committee. 

 
 E. To serve on the Board of Directors of the NFRW under NFRW Bylaws. 
 

F. To appoint a Parliamentarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. To appoint a Chaplain, a Corresponding Secretary and a Historian with the approval of 
the Executive Committee. 

 
 H. To appoint all Standing and Select Committees, except the Nominating Committee, with 

the approval of the Executive Committee. 
 

I. To serve as an ex officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee. 
 

J. To approve applications for direct membership. 
 

K. To sign checks for approved expenditures when the Treasurer is unable to do so.  The 
President shall be bonded in accordance with Article V. 

 
L. To issue the Call for Board of Directors meetings and for the State Biennial Convention 

at least thirty (30) days in advance of such meetings or convention. 
 

M. To set the time and place for regular and special meetings of the Executive Committee 
and to issue notice of such meetings at least ten (10) days in advance of such meetings. 

 
N. To ensure that all reports or forms legally required by the Oklahoma Ethics Commission, 

the Internal Revenue Service, or other government agencies, are filed in a correct and 
timely manner and that the appropriate records are kept to accomplish the filing of 
necessary reports.  

 
 
 
 

O. To appoint the various positions needed a Secretary for the OKFRW Biennial 
Convention, which task may be delegated to the Chair of the Convention Committee by 
the President. 

 
P. Other duties deemed necessary by the Executive Committee. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 13:  Remove appointment of Chaplain, 
Corresponding Secretary and Historian from President’s duties. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 14:  Change wording. 
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Section 4.  Duties of the Vice Presidents. 
 

A. The Vice Presidents shall, in their order, perform the duties of the President in her 
absence, and such other duties as may be assigned to them by the President or Executive 
Committee. 

 
B. One of the Vice Presidents shall sign checks for approved expenditures when the 

Treasurer or President is unable to do so.  The Vice President shall be bonded in 
accordance with Article V.  The Executive Committee shall appoint the specific Vice 
President for this duty at the first meeting of the term. 
 

 C. Another of the Vice Presidents shall perform the reconciliation of the bank accounts.  The 
Vice President shall be granted access to the current accounting system online to perform 
this duty by the Treasurer.  The Executive Committee shall appoint the specific Vice 
President for this duty at the first meeting of the term. 

 
Section 5.  Duties of the Recording Secretary. 
 
 A. To keep accurate minutes of all meetings of the Executive Committee and Board of 

Directors of the OKFRW. 
 
 B. To submit copies of such minutes to the Board of Directors for their information and 

approval. 
 
Section 6.  Duties of the Treasurer. 
 
 A. To collect and receive all monies due the OKFRW. 
 
 
 
 
 B. To be the custodian of the OKFRW funds and to deposit them within 10 days of receipt 

in a depository approved by the Executive Committee.  Such depositories shall be 
members of either the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the Federal Savings and 
Loan Insurance Corporation. 

 
 C. To disburse OKFRW funds only upon order of the President, the Executive Committee or 

the Board of Directors.  The Treasurer shall be bonded in accordance with Article V. 
 
 D. To maintain appropriate financial records, present a financial statement at all meetings, 

and give a full financial report at the OKFRW Biennial Convention. 
 
 E. To send notices of unpaid dues to club presidents. 
 
 F. To serve as an ex officio member of the Budget and Finance Committees, and the 

Credentials committee of the Biennial Convention. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 15:  Change wording 
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 G. To send NFRW dues and service charges, collected from clubs to the NFRW 
Headquarters at least monthly. 

 
Section 7.  Duties of the Congressional District Directors. 
 

A. To keep in close touch with the clubs in her Congressional District, personally and by 
correspondence and maintain a record of her activities for the President. 

 
B. The District Director shall be a member of the Membership Committee and work with the 

Membership Chair to support and grow club membership in their districts.  This includes 
organizing new clubs and reactivating clubs which have become inactive. 

 
C. To report on growth and membership in her District’s clubs annually. 

 
Section 8.  Duties of the Congressional District Assistant Directors. 
 
 A. To assist the District Director as requested. 
 B. To perform the duties of the District Director in her absence. 
 
 C. Assistant District Directors shall be non-voting members of the Executive Committee and 

Board of Directors except, in the absence of the District Director, the Assistant shall 
automatically be the Director’s proxy. 

 
Section 9.  Duties of the President at Large. 
 
 
 
 
A. Serve on the Executive Committee. 

 
B.   To carry out such duties as may be assigned by the President, the Executive Committee of 

the Board of Directors 
 

A.  President at Large shall be a member of the Achievement Award Committee.  She will 
work with the Achievement Chair and with the Club Presidents in her district to compile 
information regularly throughout the year to make Achievement submissions easier for 
club presidents and the Achievement Chair. 
 

B. To contact club presidents on a regular basis to help address any concerns and provide 
resources of information. 

  
Section 10.  Duties of the Chaplain. 
 

A. To provide or arrange appropriate devotions for OKFRW meetings and events. 
 

B. To assist clubs on request. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #7:  Change the duties of the President at Large. 
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Section 11.  Duties of the Corresponding Secretary. 
 

A. To send out correspondence for the OKFRW President. 
 

 B. To maintain an up-to-date mailing list of all members of the OKFRW Board of Directors, 
including officers, Executive Committee members, committee chairmen, and club 
presidents. 

 
Section 12.  Duties of the Historian. 
 

A. To preserve a history of the OKFRW’s activities and events, including awards, news 
clippings, photographs, mementos, etc., for display on appropriate occasions. 

 
Section 10.  Officers Records. 
 

A. Outgoing officers shall, within thirty (30) days after the end of their term, deliver all 
records, files and properties of the OKFRW to the new officers. 

 
Section 11.  Any elected/appointed officer can be removed from office for not fulfilling their 
duties as outlined by the OKFRW Bylaws. 
 

ARTICLE V 
BONDING 

 
The President, Treasurer and third signatory shall be bonded in such sum as may be determined 
by Executive Committee at the last regular meeting of the term.  The Treasurer shall not take 
office or receive money or property until they have furnished such Bond. The Bond shall be 
executed by a surety company approved by the Executive Committee, the premium to be paid by 
OKFRW. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Section 1.  All members of the OKFRW Executive Committee and Board of Directors shall be 
club members or a direct member in good standing whose OKFRW and NFRW dues are 
currently paid. 
 
Section 2.  No debt or liability shall be incurred by either the Executive Committee or the Board 
of Directors which exceeds the funds in the treasury. 
 
Section 3.  The Executive Committee. 
 

A. The Executive Committee shall consist of the following: 
- President 
- First, Second, Third and Fourth Vice Presidents 
- Recording Secretary 
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- Treasurer 
- Congressional District Directors or in their absence, the Assistant Directors. 
- Chaplain 
- Corresponding Secretary 
- Historian 

   - The immediate Past President of the OKFRW.  (When this is not possible, the 
Past Presidents shall be contacted in order of their preceding terms.) 

 
 
 

 
- Five (5) Three (3) club Presidents to be known as Presidents at Large, elected 

from the Board of Directors. 
- Budget Chairman 
- The Parliamentarian is a non-voting member of the Executive Committee and 

Board of Directors. 
 

B. Duties of the Executive Committee. 
a. To have complete authority over club membership applications, removals and  
 reinstatements. 

 
 
 
 

b. To approve the appointments recommended by the President for the offices of 
Chaplain, Corresponding Secretary, and Historian. 

 
c. To approve the appointments recommended by the President for chairmen of 

Standing and Select Committees. 
 

d. To appoint an Audit Committee for the annual audit of the Treasurer’s books. 
 

e. To recommend disbursement of OKFRW funds. 
 

f. To recommend depositories for OKFRW funds which shall be members of the FDIC 
or FSLIC. 

 
g. To recommend funds, when available, for the OKFRW President’s expenses, out-of-

town travel and communication expenses in the performance of her duties.  
 

h. To recommend funds, when available, for Congressional District Directors’ out-of-
town travel and communication expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

 
i. To recommend the time and place of the OKFRW’s Biennial Convention and of 

meetings of the Board of Directors. 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #6:  Change composition of Executive Board.  
Change the number of Presidents-at-Large from 5 to 3.  Rationale:  Reinstate original number. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #3:  Remove appointment of Chaplain, 
Corresponding Secretary and Historian.  Also affects other instances in Article IV, VI 
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C. Meetings of the Executive Committee. 
 
 

 
 

a. Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held a minimum of three (3) 
times in each fiscal year. 

 
b.  In the event a properly called board meeting must be canceled due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the OKFRW, then it shall be acceptable to hold said board 
meeting by an approved electronic format or combination live-in-person and 
electronic format meeting simultaneously with a seven days' notice being given to all 
the members of the board of directors.  This section does not apply to a meeting 
required by these bylaws that has not already been called. 

 
 
 
 
 

D. The privilege of making motions, debating and voting shall be limited as follows: 
 

a. At meetings of the Executive Committee:  only members of the Executive Committee 
or their properly designated proxies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Special meetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the President upon 

ten (10) five (5) days’ notice and must be called if requested by six (6) members of 
the Executive Committee. 

 
  c. Time and place of Executive Committee meetings shall be set by the President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  d. Executive Committee members who are unable to attend a regular or special meeting 

of the Committee may be represented at such meetings by a written proxy designating 
another OKFRW member to represent her. 

 
 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #17:  Reduce number of days’ notice for a 
special meeting of the Executive Committee. 
RATIONAL:  US Mail is no longer used for notifications.  All notifications by email. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #18: Eliminate proxies at Executive Meetings 
RATIONAL:  Current Process only allows Proxies for Presidents at the Board of Director 
Meetings.  

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #19: If reduction of Executive Members passes, the 
quorum needs to be reduced to six (6) members. 

C. Sub-paragraphs below and paragraph D and subparagraph a. moved due to change of 
Convention paragraphs. (if approved) 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #35:  Remove proxy statement.  Rationale:  Current 
process does not allow proxies except for club presidents at the Board of Directors meetings. 
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E. Eight (8) Six (6) members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.   
 
Section 4.  The Board of Directors. 
 

A. The Board of Directors shall consist of the following: 
 

a. Executive Committee members. 
 
  b. Chairmen of the Standing and Select Committees. 
 
  c. Presidents of all clubs who are members of the OKFRW. 
 
  d. All past OKFRW Presidents in good standing. 
 
  e. OKFRW members elected to the State Legislature or to state-wide office shall be 

non-voting members of the Board of Directors during their term of office. 
 

B. Duties of the Board of Directors. 
 

a. To be the governing body of the OKFRW between Biennial Conventions. 
 
  b. To approve OKFRW programs, projects, and related expenses, as presented by the 

President or the Committees. 
 
  c. To approve the annual budget of the OKFRW. 
 
  d. To elect the Nominating Committee at least 90 days prior to the Biennial Convention. 
 

e. To approve the official program and order of business of the Biennial Convention. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

C. To elect, at the Board of Directors meeting held following the Biennial Convention, five 
(5) three (3) club Presidents to serve as members of the Executive Committee for a two-
year term not to succeed herself. 

 
D. To approve disbursement of OKFRW funds. 

 
E. To approve depositories, for the OKFRW funds, which shall be members of the FDIC or 

FSLIC. 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #20:  Reduce the number of Presidents at Large to 
three (3) to mirror NFRW number of at large representatives. 
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F. To approve funds, when available, for the OKFRW President’s expenses, out-of-town 
travel, and communication expenses in the performance of her duties. 
 

G. To approve funds, when available, for Congressional District Directors’ out-of-town 
travel and communication expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 
 

H. To approve the time and place of the OKFRW Biennial Convention and of meetings of 
the Board of Directors. 

 
I. Meetings of the Board of Directors. 

 
a. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held a minimum of three (3) 

times in each fiscal year.  
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the President upon thirty 

(30) ten (10) days’ notice and must be called upon the written request of twelve (12) 
members of the Board. 

 
  c. Only club Presidents who are unable to attend a regular or special meeting of the 

Board of Directors may be represented at such meetings by written proxy designating 
another voting member from her club to represent her. 

 
  d. Twenty (20) members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum if at least 

ten (10) of these members are Presidents of clubs, or their proxies. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
COMMITTEES 

 
Section 1.  All members of Standing or Select Committees of the OKFRW shall be a club 
member or a direct member in good standing whose OKFRW and NFRW dues are current. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 2.  The OKFRW shall have the following Standing Committees, whose chairmen shall 
be appointed by the President, with the approval of the Executive Committee. 
 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 21:  Decrease the number of days required for 
notice since US Mail is no longer used for notifications. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL # 23:  Change the structure of the Standing 
Committees.  Remove standing committees for Program Planning and Publicity/Public 
Relations.  Add and Move – NEW ORDER.  A. Bylaws Committee, B. Budget, C. Campaign 
Activities, D. Chaplain, E. Corresponding Secretary, F. Fundraising, G. Historian, H. 
Membership, I. Legislation and Research. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #24: Updated wording of Standing Committees 
duties will be incorporated if appropriate bylaw positions are approved. 
TWO DEPENDENT CHANGES:  1 – If Bylaws change to move District 
Directors/Assistant Directors doesn’t pass, they will not be incorporated into the 
Membership Committee.  2 – If Bylaws change to move Chaplain, Corresponding Secretary 
and Historian does not pass, they will not be incorporated into the Standing Committees.  
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A. Bylaws Committee – Shall be authorized to correct articles, section designations, 
punctuation, cross-references and to make other technical and conforming changes as 
necessary to reflect the intent of the membership in connection with the proposed 
revision of the governing documents considered at the OKFRW Biennial Convention.  
An updated and editable, digital version of the OKFRW Bylaws shall be presented to the 
President within 14 days from the close of the Convention.  The President will present 
these Amended Bylaws to the Board of Directors for endorsement to be completed no 
later than 30 days post-Convention.  Email endorsement is allowed. 

 
B. Budget Committee – Shall prepare an Annual financial budget, published with the 

Official Call, to be presented to the Executive Committee for recommendation for 
approval by the Board of Directors. 
 

 C. Campaign Activities – To recommend to the Executive Committee funds to be donated to 
Republican candidates for approval by the Board of Directors. 
 

D. Chaplain – To provide or arrange appropriate devotions for OKFRW meetings and events 
and to assist clubs on request. 
 

E. Corresponding Secretary – To send out correspondence for the OKFRW President using 
Maintain an up-to-date mailing list of all members of the OKFRW Board of Directors or 
use the current OKFRW Executive Committee and Board of Directors Roster.  
 

F. Fund Raising – To present to the Executive Committee and Board of Directors events, 
programs, activities, etc. to raise additional funds for OKFRW. 
 

G. Historian – To preserve a history of the OKFRW’s activities and events, including 
awards, news clippings, photographs and mementos for display on appropriate occasions. 
 

H. Membership – To support and grow club membership in their districts.  This includes 
organizing new clubs, reactivating clubs which have become inactive and providing 
resources and training for clubs.  This committee will be comprised of the Chair, 
Congressional District Directors and Assistant Directors. 
 

 Publicity/Public Relations 
 

I. Legislation and Research – Provide timely information regarding State and Federal 
legislation pending and adopted. 
 
 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #22, #25 & #33:  Update Standing Committees 
duties. Move Chaplain, Corresponding Secretary and Historian. 
RATIONAL:  Add duty descriptions to all Committees so that clear direction is given for 
expectations. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #36:  Chairs of Select Committees are non-
voting members of the Board of Directors. 
Rationale:  Align closer with that of NFRW.  Proxies are not allowed. 
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Section 3.  Other committees, known as Select Committees, may be appointed by the President, 
with the approval of the Executive Committee, as may be considered necessary to carry on the 
work of the OKFRW. 
 
Section 4.  Duties of the committees. 

A. To outline and submit programs for action in their respective areas for approval by the 
Board of Directors. 

 
B. To carry out such other duties as may be assigned by the President, the Executive 

Committee or the Board of Directors. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
CLUBS 

 
Section 1.  Officers and Elections. 
 

A. The term of club officers shall be for one or two years, beginning January 1 and ending 
December 31 of the first or second year. 

 
B. The election of club officers shall be held no later than December 15 of the year 

immediately preceding their term. 
 

C. Newly elected officers shall be known as “officers-elect” and shall be non-voting 
members of the club Executive Board until their term begins. 

 
D. Immediately following club elections, the names, addresses, zip+4 codes, email addresses 

and phone numbers of the officers-elect shall be sent to the OKFRW President and 
Treasurer. 

 
E. A club President about to begin the second year or a two-year term shall so inform the 

OKFRW President no later than December 15. 
 

 
 
 
 

F. The Club President serves as a voting member on the OKFRW Board of Directors. 
 
Section 2.  Bylaws and Rules. 
 

A. Clubs will be provided with a template of Bylaws which they can personalize for the 
conduct of their business which will keep them consistent with OKFRW and/or NFRW.  
The club shall furnish a completed copy of their Bylaws to the OKFRW President and the 
Bylaws Chair. 
 

B. Each club shall furnish a copy of their current Bylaws to the OKFRW President and the 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #26: Add Item to reinforce that Club Presidents have 
a duty and obligation to serve on the OKFRW Board of Directors. 
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Bylaws Revision Chairman.  Clubs shall continue to update and review the Bylaws of 
their club to meet with the changes in the OKFRW Bylaws revisions as they occur. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 3.  Prohibition to Endorse or Sponsor Republican Candidate before run-off elections. 
 

A. No club as a whole or it’s president or campaign chair, by word, action or deed, shall 
endorse any Republican candidate before the run-off election is completed and there is 
only one candidate. 
 

B. If the president or campaign chair endorses a Republican candidate, by word, action or 
deed, before the run-off election is completed and there is only one candidate, she shall 
be immediately removed from office by a vote of the OKFRW Executive Committee. 
 
a. This includes serving as a host for a candidate’s fundraiser, even though her office in 

the OKFRW is not listed, is prohibited and will result in her being removed from 
office. 

 
C. If any club as a whole endorses a Republican candidate, by word, action or deed, before 

the run-off election is completed and there is only one candidate, that club shall be fined 
an amount no less than $500 and no more than $5000, the amount being determined by 
the Executive Committee.   The fine amount will be added to the OKFRW treasury. 

 
Section 4.  Dissolution of a Club.  
 
In the event of dissolution of any club by a majority vote of their Board of Directors, all its assets 
which remain after payment of all club liabilities, costs and expenses of such dissolution shall be 
distributed to OKFRW.  None of the assets shall be distributed to any member or officer of the 
club.  The club charter shall be returned to the current OKFRW President. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
DUES 

 
Section 1.  Amount of Dues. 
 

A. Annual OKFRW dues shall be by recommendation of the OKFRW Board of Directors 
and majority votes of the OKFRW delegates at an OKFRW Biennial Convention. 

 
B. Annual NFRW dues shall be by recommendation of the NFRW Board of Directors and 

majority votes of the NFRW delegates at a NFRW Biennial Convention. 
 
Section 2.  Payment of dues. 
 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by Bylaw Committee:  Add section to Article X – Clubs  
RATIONAL:  This rule is accepted nationwide for their clubs, president and campaign chair 
remain neutral until one candidate has been chosen.  The fine is to discourage such actions. 
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A. Clubs shall pay their OKFRW and NFRW per capita dues and NFRW club service fee to 
the OKFRW Treasurer. 

 
B. These dues shall be paid in accordance with NFRW deadlines, and any dues collected 

after October 1 shall be applied to the next year’s dues. 
 
  a. Clubs shall include a list of the names, addresses, ZIP+4 codes, phone numbers and 

authorized e-mail addresses of each member for whom dues are being paid. 
 

C. A club whose OKFRW and NFRW per capita dues have not been paid according to the 
NFRW timetable shall be considered delinquent for that year. 
 

D. If these dues are not paid according to the NFRW timetable, the club shall automatically 
be suspended from the OKFRW and NFRW and: 

 
a. Their president shall be suspended from the OKFRW Board of Directors. 

 
  b. The club shall be ineligible for delegates to OKFRW or NFRW Biennial 

Conventions. 
 

E. A club so suspended may be reinstated upon: 
 

  a. Application to the OKFRW President for reinstatement. 
 
  b. Payment of all current OKFRW and NFRW dues and the NFRW club service due. 
 
  c. Payment of NFRW dues for at least ten members and the NFRW service charge for 

the immediate past year. 
 
  d. Approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the OKFRW Executive Committee present and 

voting at a meeting. 
 
 F. Upon reinstatement, a club’s President shall serve on the OKFRW Board of Directors and 

the club shall be entitled to delegate representation at OKFRW and NFRW Conventions. 
 

G. Direct members shall pay their dues directly to the OKFRW Treasurer and shall be 
subject to the same requirements as a club. 

 
H. For each member whose dues have been received from their club or directly during a 

month, the OKFRW Treasurer shall pay NFRW per capita dues and file report in format 
specified by NFRW on or before the deadlines set by NFRW. 
 
a. The Treasurer shall cause to be posted on NFRW’s online membership database the 

list of the names, addresses, ZIP+4 codes, phone numbers and authorized e-mail 
addresses of each member for whom dues have been paid to NFRW. 
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Section 3.   NFRW service charge. 
 

A. Clubs shall pay an annual NFRW service charge as established by the NFRW Board of 
Directors to the OKFRW Treasurer each year according to the timetable set by NFRW. 
a. Clubs shall furnish the name, address, ZIP+4 code and email address of their 

President. 
 

B. The OKFRW Treasurer shall forward the NFRW service charges by the first of February, 
and as received thereafter. 

 
C. According to the NFRW timetable, clubs whose service charge has not been paid shall be 

dropped from the NFRW mailing list. 
 

D. Clubs may be reinstated to the NFRW mailing list at any time by payment of the current 
service charge. 

 
Section 4.  New club and direct members. 
 

A. When a new club or a direct member has been approved for membership in the OKFRW, 
the OKFRW Treasurer shall forward the NFRW per capita dues, service charge and 
membership list to the NFRW Headquarters. 

 
ARTICLE X 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
Section 1.  Nominations. 
 

A. A Nominating Committee shall be elected by the Board of Directors at a meeting held 
ninety (90) days prior to the Biennial Convention. 

 
a. The Nominating Committee shall consist of: 

   - one (1) member from each Congressional District 
   - the immediate Past President of the OKFRW 
   - two (2) alternatives at large, who shall be asked to serve by rank only in absence 

of a member of the Committee. 
 
  b. No current OKFRW officer shall be elected to this committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. The Nominating Committee shall elect a chairman and a secretary from its members. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by SWOKRW:  Change wording sub-paragraph c. 
RATIONAL:  Immediate Past President should be the committee chair since she has a 
minimum of two years’ experience on the Executive board and may be the only member that 
has executive experience.  She has leadership qualities that a essential in guiding discussions 
and answering committee member questions on position duties. 
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  c. The immediate Past President shall serve as the Chair of the Nominating Committee.  

The committee shall elect a secretary from its members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. To qualify to run for the position of President, the nominee must serve a minimum of one 
term in the position of Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. The Nominating Committee shall submit one nominee for each elective office of the 
OKFRW in a report to be sent to each member of the Board of Directors with the Call for 
the Biennial Convention.  NO club shall have more than one (1) member slated for 
nomination.  Every effort should be made by the Nominating Committee and the 
Convention to elect an officer from each Congressional District. 

 
D. Following the reading of the report of the Nominating Committee at the Convention, 

additional nominations may be made from the floor, with the consent of the nominee. 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 2.  Elections. 
 
 A. Election of officers shall be held at the Biennial Convention and shall be arranged for and 

conducted by the OKFRW Parliamentarian or Convention Parliamentarian. 
 

B. The Chairman of the Convention Credentials Committee shall furnish to the 
Parliamentarian a list of the delegates eligible to vote at least one (1) hour prior to the 
elections. 
 

C. Election of Congressional District Directors and Assistant District Directors as members 
of the Membership Standing Committee shall be elected by the delegates from their 
respective districts and shall be held after the Credentials Report has been given and 
before adjournment sine die. 

 
D. Elections shall be by ballot and the candidate receiving a majority of the total votes cast 

shall be elected.  When there is only one candidate for an office, the election may be by 
voice vote. 

New paragraph if CL #8 approved:  Move qualifying paragraph for the position of President 
to Nominations.  This makes it easier for the Nominating Committee to find the reference. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #27:  Add restrictions to the nominated officer 
slate. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #28:  Add and delete some wording in Section 2.   
Elections.  Move paragraph E to B. 
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E. The Chairman of the Convention Credentials Committee shall furnish to the 

Parliamentarian a list of the delegates eligible to vote at least one (1) hour prior to the 
elections. 

Section 3.  Vacancies. 
 

A. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice Presidents shall, in their 
order, become Acting President for the unexpired term, subject to the consent to the 
OKFRW Board of Directors. 

 
 
 

 
B. A vacancy in an elected/appointed office, except the office of the President, shall be filled 

by the Board of Directors at a specially called meeting, a regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Board, or an E-Vote by mail. 

 
C. A vacancy of a Congressional District Director shall be filled by the Assistant District 

Director. 
 
 
 
 

  D. A vacancy in the office of a Congressional District Assistant Director shall be filled by the 
Executive Committee from nominations made by local units in the District where the 
vacancy exists.  If the Assistant District Director is unable to fill the office for any reason, 
the Members of the Board of Directors from that District shall elect a new District 
Director. 

 
F. Notice of a vacancy in an elected/appointed office shall be given to the Board of 

Directors by mail or special call by the President. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
CONVENTION AND MEETINGS 

OKFRW CONVENTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 1.  Election of Officers. 
 
 A. Election of officers shall be held at the Biennial Convention and shall be arranged for and 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by Recommendation of NFRW and referral of Bylaws 
Committee:  Complete replacement of entire Article with OKFRW Convention information 
ONLY. 
RATIONAL:  Current Article includes both OKFRW and NFRW Convention information 
and is confusing.  NFRW suggested we separate each convention into separate articles. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #29:  Replace by mail with an E-Vote. 
RATIONAL:  OKFRW does not use US Mail for notifications or voting. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #12:  Define filling vacancies on Membership Committee 
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conducted by the OKFRW Parliamentarian. 
 
B. Elections shall be by ballot and the candidate receiving a majority of all votes cast shall 

be elected.  When there is only one candidate for an office, the election may be by voice 
vote. 

 
C. The Chairman of the Convention Credentials Committee shall furnish to the 

Parliamentarian a list of the delegates eligible to vote at least one (1) hour prior to the 
elections. 
 

D. Polls shall be opened and closed at hours determined by the OKFRW Executive 
Committee. 

 
E. Election of Congressional District Directors, Assistant District Directors, and Members at 

Large shall be by delegates from their respective districts and shall be held after the 
Credentials Report has been given and before adjournment sine die. 

 
Section 2.  Convention Preparation. 
 

A. The OKFRW shall hold a convention biennially in odd numbered years for the purpose of 
election of officers and such other business as may come before the Convention. 

 
B. The Convention Chair shall brief location information and dates at the Summer Board 

meeting. 
 

Section 3.  Elected Delegates and Alternates. 
 

A. Members shall be in good standing sixty (60) days prior to the convention. 
B. Clubs must be in good standing seventy-five (75) days prior to the convention. 

 
C. Membership numbers for each club will be determined 60 days prior to the convention.  

Clubs shall be notified of the number of members and their delegates earned by email. 
 
D. For delegate allocation purposes: 

a. Only members in good standing may be counted for delegate numbers. 
 
b. Each member shall only be counted from their home club and may serve as a delegate 

or alternate from that club only. 
 

E. OKFRW clubs in good standing shall be entitled to elect delegates allocated on the 
following basis: 
a. One delegate for the first ten (10) members. 
 
b. One additional delegate for every twenty (20) additional members or major fraction 

thereof. 
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c. An equal number of alternate delegates. 
 

F. Club delegates and alternates shall be elected at least forty-five (45) days prior to the 
convention, in a manner prescribed by their club. 
 

G.  To enable OKFRW to certify delegates from clubs to the OKFRW Biennial Convention, 
each club President shall submit the names, addresses, ZIP codes, email addresses and 
phone number of all elected delegates and alternates to the OKFRW President and 
Credentials Chair. 
 

H. No Proxy voting shall be permitted at the OKFRW Convention. 
 

Section 4.  Ex Officio Delegates. 
 

A. The following shall be ex officio delegates to the OKFRW Biennial Convention. 
 

a. All members of the Board of Directors. 
 

b. All Past Presidents of the OKFRW in good standing. 
 
c. Ex officio delegates shall not be authorized alternates or proxies. 

 
Section 5.  Time and Place. 
 

A. The OKFRW President shall issue and official call for the Convention at least forty (40) 
days prior to the convention to all members. 

 
a. Convention Early Registration shall be open at the release of the official call. 

 
b. Registration pricing may be tiered to encourage early registration and discourage 

registration at the door. 
 

c. Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held within twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to the start of the convention and again within twenty-four (24) hours 
following the Biennial Convention. 

 
d. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held within twenty-four (24) 

hours prior to the start of the convention and again within twenty-four (24) hours 
following the Biennial Convention. 

 
Section 6. Convention Meetings and Elections. 
 

A. Meetings and the Convention shall be open to all club members. 
 
B. The privilege of making motions, debating and voting shall be limited as follows: 
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a. At meetings of the Executive Committee, only the members of the Executive 
Committee are authorized to make motions, ask questions, make statements and vote. 
 

b. At meetings of the Board of Directors, only the members of the Board of Directors 
are authorized to make motions, ask questions, make statements and vote. 

  
c. At the Biennial Convention, only Ex officio delegates and elected delegates or their 

properly seated Alternates are authorized to make motions, ask questions, make 
statements and vote. 

 
d. A majority of the delegates attending and credentialed at the Convention shall 

constitute a quorum. 
 
Section 7. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-third (2/3) vote of the OKFRW Biennial 
Convention delegates, provided that: 
 

A. Such amendment(s) has been proposed by either the Executive Committee, the Bylaws 
Committee, or a club. 

 
B. Copies of the proposed amendment(s) have been sent to each member of the Board of 

Directors, each club, and each direct member with the call to the Convention. 
 

C. Copies of the proposed amendment(s) are available to members of clubs upon request to 
the OKFRW Corresponding Secretary. 

 
C. Any adopted amendment will be effective upon adjournment of the OKFRW Biennial 

Convention. 
 

ARTICLE XII 
NFRW CONVENTION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 1.  Time and Location. 
 

A. The NFRW Biennial Convention shall be held in the fall of odd-numbered years (usually 
the last weekend of September). 
 

B. The time of the Biennial Convention shall be determined by the NFRW Executive 
Committee and the location by the NFRW Board of Directors. 

 
C. The official Call for the Biennial Convention shall be sent electronically to the NRFW 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by Recommendation of NFRW and referral by Bylaws 
Committee:  Complete replace of Article with NFRW Convention information ONLY.  
RATIONAL:  Current Article includes both OKFRW and NFRW Convention information and 
is confusing.  NFRW suggested we separate each convention into separate articles. 
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Board of Directors and each local club president at least sixty (60) days prior to the date 
of convention. 
 

D. The NFRW website will have information on the Location of the Convention and theme 
approximately three (3) months prior to the convention. 
 

Section 2.  Eligibility. 
 

A.  The OKFRW must be in good standing.  Delegate representation shall be based on the 
current dues received and postmarked no later than ninety (90) days prior to the 
Convention, 

 
B. Local clubs must be in good standing with ten (10) paid members for each year.  Local 

clubs shall have been in good standing and shall have paid the previous year’s dues and 
service charge and maintained its current year dues and service charge to be eligible for 
representation at the NFRW Biennial Convention. 
 
a. If the club did not have ten (10) paid members from the previous year, they will need 

to pay for the number of members that they were short of the ten (10). 
 

b. The club treasurer will need to send the check to the OKFRW treasurer.  Once 
received, names of past members from the club will be submitted with payment to 
correct the records for the previous year.  This must be done ninety-five (95) days 
prior to the NFRW convention. 

 
C. New clubs must be in good standing with ten (10) paid members, for six (6) months prior 

to the convention to be eligible for representation. 
 

D. Delegates and alternates must be members of OKFRW and be in good standing. 
 

Section 3.  Representation. 
 

A. Delegates and alternates to the convention shall be selected in a manner determined by 
the local club.  Each club in good standing shall earn one delegate and one alternate.   

 
 B. OKFRW earns five (5) delegates at large and alternates for the first 500 OKFRW 

members.  One additional delegate-at-large shall be earned for each 500 members or a 
major fraction thereof, based on the dues payments and postmarked ninety (90) days prior 
to the convention. 

 
 C. At the OKFRW Summer Board Meeting, Five (5) delegates-at-large and their alternates 

shall be elected.  The OKFRW Board of Directors shall approve one delegate-at-large 
from each Congressional District.  Every effort shall be made to elect the five (5) 
corresponding alternates from the Congressional District of the delegate-at-large.  District 
members may call their nominees to confirm their willingness to serve.  If this meeting is 
held prior to ninety (90) days prior to the convention and less than one thousand (1000) 
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members are paid for OKFRW, any additional delegate-at-large selection shall be 
determined by the OKFRW President. 
 

D. The OKFRW shall be an ex officio delegate to the convention.  There shall be no proxy 
or alternate for the president. 
 

E. All delegates and alternates to the NFRW convention shall register for the full 
convention. 

 
Section 4.  Forms and Deadlines. 

 
A At least ninety (90) days prior to the convention, the OKFRW President shall send 

member number certification to the NFRW President that includes the names of the local 
clubs that are in good standing, the number of paid members in each club and the names, 
full addresses, phone number and email address of each local club president. 
 

B. Only clubs certified by the OKFRW President shall be eligible for representation at the 
convention. 
 

C. Club presidents shall use the credential form provided by the NFRW to send the names, 
complete addresses, phone numbers and email information to the OKFRW President and 
the NFRW.  Credentials forms mut be postmarked or electronically submitted no later 
than thirty (30) days prior to the convention.  Late forms shall not be accepted, and the 
club will lose the privilege of representation at the NFRW Biennial Convention. 
 
a. The local club president shall send the names, complete addresses, phone numbers 

and email addresses of the club delegate and alternate to the NFRW and OKFRW 
President on credential forms provided by the NFRW. 

 
D. The names, complete addresses, phone numbers and email addresses of the state 

delegates-at-large shall be postmarked or electronically submitted to the NFRW President 
by the OKFRW President on the credential forms provided by the NFRW no later than 
twenty (20) days prior to the convention 

E. Club delegate emergency changes must be forwarded in writing to the OKFRW President 
for notification and to the NFRW President for her approval.  The emergency changes 
must be postmarked or electronically submitted no later than ten (10) days prior to the 
convention. 

 
F. Delegate-at-large emergency changes must be forwarded in writing to the OKFRW 

President for notification and to the NFRW President for her approval.  The emergency  
changes must be postmarked or electronically submitted no later than ten (10) days prior 
to the convention. 
 

Section 5.  Voting. 
 

A. The NFRW Biennial Convention shall be open to all members of the NFRW, OKFRW 
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and visitors, but only accredited delegates shall be certified to a voice and a vote.  Each 
delegate is entitled to one vote.  There shall be no proxy voting. 
 

B. A majority of the delegates attending and credentialed shall constitute a quorum at the 
NFRW Biennial Convention. 

 
Section 1.  Time and Place. 

A. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held a minimum of three (3) times in 
each fiscal year. 
a.   In the event a properly called board meeting has to be canceled due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the OKFRW, then it shall be acceptable to hold said board 
meeting by an approved electronic format or combination live-in-person and 
electronic format meeting simultaneously with a seven days' notice being given to all 
the members of the board of directors.  This section does not apply to a meeting 
required by these bylaws that has not already been called. 

 B. The OKFRW shall hold a convention biennially in odd numbered years for the purpose of 
election of officers and such other business as may come before the Convention. 

 C. Time and place of the OKFRW Biennial Convention shall be set by the OKFRW Board 
of Directors at least thirty (30) days prior to the Convention. 

 D. The OKFRW President shall issue an official call for the Convention at least thirty (30) 
days in advance to all clubs belonging to the OKFRW, to all direct members, to all 
members of the Board of Directors and to all Past Presidents in good standing. 

 E. Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held within twenty-four (24) hours 
prior to and again within twenty-four (24) hours following the Biennial Convention. 

G. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held within twenty-four (24) hours 
prior to and again within twenty-four (24) hours following the Biennial Convention. 

 
 
 
 
 
Section 2.  Representation at NFRW Biennial Conventions. 

A. To enable the OKFRW to certify delegates from clubs to NFRW and OKFRW Biennial 
Conventions, each club President shall submit the names, addresses, ZIP+4 codes, email 
addresses and phone numbers of all members whose NFRW and OKFRW dues are paid, 
to the OKFRW President.  a. At least ninety (90) days prior to an NFRW Convention. 

  b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to an OKFRW Convention. 
B. For delegate allocation purposes. 

 
a. Only those members who OKFRW and NFRW dues are currently paid shall be 

counted. 
  b. Each member shall be counted from only one (home) club and may serve as a 

delegate or alternate only from that club. 
C. Only club or direct members in good standing shall be eligible to serve as delegates or 

alternates to OKFRW or NFRW Conventions. 
D. No proxy voting shall be permitted at these Conventions. 

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #30 & #31:  Action:  Separates Sections between 
NFRW and OKFRW Conventions.  Rationale: To clarify requirements and deadlines of the 
two separate conventions. 
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E. A majority of the delegates attending and credentialed at a Convention shall constitute a 
quorum. 

F.  
B. OKFRW delegates-at-large and alternates-at-large to the NFRW Biennial Convention 

shall be elected at an OKFRW Board Meeting in odd years, prior to the NFRW Biennial 
Convention.  Each Oklahoma Congressional District shall be represented by a delegate or 
an alternate-at-large.  No delegate-at-large may be elected to more than two consecutive 
NFRW Conventions. 

 
Section 3.  Representation at an OKFRW Biennial Convention 
 

A. To enable the OKFRW to certify delegates from clubs to OKFRW Biennial Convention, 
each club President shall submit the names, addresses, ZIP +4 codes, email addresses and 
phone numbers of all members whose OKFRW dues are paid, to the OKFRW President, 
at least fourty-five (45) days prior to an OKFRW Convention. 

 
B. For delegate allocation purposes: 

 
a. Only those members whose OKFRW dues are currently paid shall be counted. 
 
b. Each member shall be counted from only one (home) club and may serve as a 

delegate or alternate only from that club. 
 

C. Only club or direct members in good standing shall be eligible to serve as delegates or 
alternates to OKFRW Convention. 

 
D. No proxy voting shall be permitted at the Conventions. 

 
E. A majority of the delegates attending and credentialed at a Convention shall constitute a 

quorum. 
 Section 3.  Elected Delegates and Alternates. 

A. OKFRW clubs in good standing shall be entitled to elected delegates allocated on the 
following basis: 
a. One delegate for the first ten (10) members. 

 b. One additional delegate for every twenty (20) additional members or major fraction 
thereof, as of forty-five (45) days prior to the Convention. 

 c. An equal number of alternate delegates. 
B. Club delegates and alternates shall be elected at least thirty (30) days prior to the 

OKFRW Convention, in a manner prescribed by their club. 
C. Providing the OKFRW has ten (10) or more direct members in good standing as of forty-

five (45) days prior to the Convention, the direct members shall, as a group, be allocated 
delegates and alternates on the same basis as a club. 

D. The OKFRW President shall furnish each direct member with a list of all current direct 
members in Oklahoma, for delegate election purposes, at least forty (40) days prior to the 
Convention. 

E. The direct members shall, in a meeting or by mail, elect the allocated number of 
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delegates and alternates from their group. 
Section 4.  Ex Officio Delegates. 
 A. The following shall be ex officio delegates to the OKFRW Biennial Conventions. 
  a. All members of the Board of Directors. 
 b. All Past Presidents of the OKFRW in good standing. 

C. Ex officio delegates shall not be authorized to have alternates. 
Section 5.  Convention and Meeting Privileges. 

A. Meetings and Conventions of the OKFRW shall be open to all club members and direct 
members. 

 
 
 

B. The privilege of making motions, debating and voting shall be limited as follows: 
 
a. At meetings of the Executive Committee:  only members of the Executive Committee 

or their properly designated proxies 
 

  b. At meetings of the Board of Directors:  only members of the Board of Directors or 
their properly designated proxies 

  c. At the Biennial Convention:  elected delegates or their properly seated Alternates and 
ex officio delegates. 

 
ARTICLE XIII 

PUBLICITY 
 
All public statements made in the name of OKFRW by any officer, member, or club, must 
confirm to Article II objectives of the OKFRW. 
 

ARTICLE XIV 
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

 
The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the OKFRW in all 
matters of procedure not covered in these Bylaws. 

  

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE by CL #35:  Remove proxies 
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ARTICLE XV 
AMENDMENTS 

 
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-third (2/3) vote of the OKFRW Biennial Convention 
delegates, provided that: 
 

A. Such amendment(s) has been proposed by either the Executive Committee, the Bylaws 
Committee, or a club. 

 
B. Copies of the proposed amendment(s) have been sent to each member of the Board of 

Directors, each club, and each direct member with the call to the Convention. 
 

C. Copies of the proposed amendment(s) are available to members of clubs upon request to 
the OKFRW Corresponding Secretary. 

 
 D. Any adopted amendment will be effective upon adjournment of the OKFRW Biennial 

Convention. 
 

ARTICLE XVI 
DISSOLUTION 

 
Section 1.  In the event of dissolution of any club by a majority vote of their Board of Directors, 
all its assets which remain after payment of all club liabilities, costs and expenses of such 
dissolution shall be distribute to OKFRW.  None of the assets shall be distributed to any member 
or officer of the club.  
 
Section 2.  None of the assets will be distributed to any member or officer of this organization. 
 
Section 3.  The club charter shall be returned to the current OKFRW President who will then 
forward to NFRW. 
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APPENDIX A 
STANDING RULES, POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
STANDING RULES: 
 
 
 
 
One.  Clubs shall use one of the OKFRW Installation Ceremonies.  Installation of officers 
should be performed by a present/past President of the OKFRW, an OKFRW elected officer, 
OKFRW District Director/Assistant Director, or a past Club President.  
 
Two.  The OKFRW Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings shall abide by the 
“no smoking” rule.  
 
Three.  The OKFRW President shall appoint at every meeting of the Board of Directors and the 
Biennial Convention a “Sergeant at Arms.”  
 
Four.  The Biennial Convention Chairman shall not have a special vote at the Biennial 
Convention.  
 
 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: 
Originally approved 23 January 1999  
 
One.  The Budget Committee should identify specific line items that cannot exceed the approved 
budget amount without approval of the OKFRW Board of Directors.  
 
Two.  The OKFRW will pay for the President’s Annual Dues to be a NFRW Regent.  This 
expenditure will be listed as a line item in the annual budget.  
 
Three.  The proposed Annual Budget must be sent with the Call for the OKFRW Board of 
Directors’ meeting at which it will be considered.  
 
Four.  All disbursements must be approved by the OKFRW President and Treasurer prior to 
payment.  Receipts are required for reimbursement.  Requests for reimbursement must be 
presented within ninety (90) days of the billing date or date on the receipt.  
 
Five.  The Treasurer will provide the President a written monthly financial report.  
 
Six.  President’s Out-of-State Travel Account:  The President must receive prior approval of 
OKFRW Board of Directors for Registration Fee for the Convention or Meeting; hotel room for 
the day(s) of the convention or meeting; economy/coach airfare to and from the convention or 
meeting; ground transportation from airport to hotel and back. (Actual mileage may be paid in 
lieu of airfare but cannot exceed the least expensive airfare cost.)  

PROPOSED STANDING RULE CHANGE by CL #39 & #40:  Remove wording. 
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Seven.  A set of guidelines has been developed to assist clubs which decide to host OKFRW 
Board meetings.  The Club should bring their recommendations concerning costs for that Board 
Meeting to the Board for approval.  
 
Eight.  Accommodations for the OKFRW President will be provided at OKFRW Board 
Meetings and will be paid from the President’s In-State Travel Account. 
 
Nine.  Every OKFRW Officer and Committee Chair shall furnish the OKFRW President with a 
copy of all written documents relating to the performance of her official duties. 
 
Ten.  Within seven days after a meeting of the OKFRW Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors, the Secretary will provide minutes of such meetings to the OKFRW President.  Within 
seven days of receipt of said minutes, the OKFRW President will distribute them to the OKFRW 
Board of Directors.  
 
 
 
 
Eleven.  Conducting an E-Vote:  A vote may be conducted by mail, phone, fax or email between 
meetings of the OKFRW Board of Directors or the OKFRW Executive Committee, provided at 
least three (3) days’ notice is given to all members of the Board of Directors or Executive 
Committee that a vote will be taken, followed by  Upon notice, there will be a seven (7) day 
period for voting.  All Members shall be notified by email, U.S. Postal mail or by telephone. Any 
such vote shall be ratified at the next regular meeting.  An E-Vote may be conducted by mail, 
email, or phone, fax only for issues which must be acted upon before the next regular or special 
meeting shall be considered. 
 

APPENDIX B 
PROTOCOL FOR SEATING ARRANGEMENTS  

(WHO SITS WHERE) 
 
A ranking guest is seated to the right of the chairman (or host) of the event, regardless of his 
part in the program. This is highly contested, but it is officially correct. If you can avoid this 
delicate situation, it is a distinct advantage to do so. Always seat elected officials ahead of 
appointed officials. A spouse holds the same rank and is seated at the opposite end of the dais 
in the corresponding location. To give variety ~ especially at a large function ~ wives and 
husbands may sit side by side, and are introduced as they enter the dais (front of the room) 
together. 
 
Members of Congress are seated according to the length of time they have served. Their 
seniority rankings are available from the Congressional Directory. A Senator outranks 
a Representative in all seating arrangements. 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED POLICIES AND PROCEDURES CHANGE by CL #42:  Change and remove 
wording. 

PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE TO PROTOCOL by CL #43.  Change wording. 
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If the Governor of the State is present at a state function, only the President and the Vice 
President of the United States outrank him. Outside of his own State, the Governor is 
outranked by a U. S. Senator only, but not by a member of Congressman. If more than one 
Governor is present, they are seated according to the date their State was admitted to the 
Union. National officers outrank state officers, who outrank county officers, who outrank city 
officers, etc. 
 
At a State Federation meeting, the OKFRW State President takes priority over the National 
Committee Woman and is seated to the right of the lectern. If, however, the State Central 
Committee is in charge of the meeting, the National Committeewoman outranks the OKFRW 
State President and sits to the chairman’s or host’s right. At a national meeting of the 
Federation, the National Federation President outranks the National Vice Chairman 
. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
To introduce Federal and State officials, the name of the ranking official is mentioned first: 
“Senator Smith, may I present Mrs. Sally Jones, Republican Club president from        .” 
Or “Mrs. White, I want you to meet Miss Miller from your district.” In other words, always 
introduce the lower rank to the higher rank. 
 

APPENDIX C 
GUIDELINES FOR HOSTING AN OKFRW BOARD MEETING 

 
HOSTING 
 
1.  Prior to volunteering, get together with your club to generate excitement and ideas.  If you 
need help, ask a neighboring club to co-host with you.  
 
2.  Once your club is selected to host the Board Meeting, find a meeting location that is 
available on the date set by the Board of Directors.  Coordinate with the OKFRW President for 
the date and time.  
 
3.  Arrange for a hotel/motel to block 8 to 10 rooms at a “discount” rate for the night before the 
event.  
 
4.  Arrange a Friday night dinner.  Try to keep this dinner at a low cost.  Options include local 
club providing a “potluck” dinner with donations from the guests to help cover costs or reserve a 
“party room” at a local restaurant on a Dutch Treat basis.  The less expensive it is, the more 
people will attend.  
 
5.  Contact the Newsletter Chair with the location, hotel, meeting lunch and Friday dinner 
details 45 days prior to the event.  This information MUST go out with the official call.  
 
6.  Arrange for the meeting room and optional luncheon room at the meeting venue.  
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7.  Arrange for tables for attendee seating, door prizes, sales table(s), Officer’s head table (8 7 
seats), a Flyers and Minutes table and the Credentials/Check-In (2 1 tables).  
 
8.  Arrange for microphones for the meeting room and luncheon room.  Let OKFRW President 
know if you will need a portable microphone.  
 
9.  Arrange for a continental breakfast for the morning of the meeting at the meeting site. 
Include, juice, pastries, coffee, tea and water.  
 
10.  Arrange for an on-site lunch.  Please include a green salad and/or mixed vegetables for 
those with diet limitations.  A sugar free dessert option is greatly appreciated.  
 
11.  Luncheon Program – You may provide entertainment or a speaker for the luncheon.  If 
provided, the lunch should not exceed 1-1/2 hours.  Ideas for speakers include local state reps or 
senators, town mayors or other influential persons.  Speaker does not have to be political. 
Speakers’ fees are not authorized, but a small gift for the speaker may be appropriate (get it 
donated if you can).  Do not exceed $30 for the speaker gift without authorization from the 
President.  
 
12.  Breakfast and lunch costs should not exceed $25 per person. 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  The Treasurer shall send you a copy of the approved meeting budget.  The Treasurer can 
send a deposit check or call the facility with debit card information to hold the facility for the 
date of the event.  
 
 
 
 
 
14.  All registration fees will be sent to the Credentials Chair.  Checks shall be made payable 
to the OKFRW and deposited within 7 days of receipt. 
 
15.  Meeting room expenses and food will be paid by OKFRW.  Decoration costs, up to the 
budgeted amount, will be reimbursed.  Speaker gift will be reimbursed for up to $30, unless a 
different amount is previously authorized by the President.  
 
 
 
 
Recommendations:  

PROPOSED CHANGE TO HOSTING GUIDE by CL #44.  Add deposit timeline 
requirement.  NOTE: This MUST be deconflicted with bylaw Article IV, Section 6 A. 

PER NEW PROCESS APPROVED AT THE JUNE 2023 MEETING, ADD DEBIT CARD 
PAYMENT AS SECOND OPTION. 

PROPOSED CHANGE TO HOSTING GUIDE by CL #45.  Delete Recommendations 
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- Invite local and state Republican candidates. They may purchase a candidate presentation 
table at the event for $100. They can be introduced and depending on the time available, they 
may say a few words.  
 
 
 
 
 
Optional:  
- Door Prizes. You can have each club bring a donated basket to the event or get donations from 
local businesses. (Cost is not reimbursable).  
- Your club can sell or raffle or hold a drawing for items as fund-raisers for your club.  
- Table Centerpieces can be sold or raffled to raise money for your club.  
 

 

PROPOSED CHANGE TO HOSTING GUIDE by CL #46.  Delete sentence after Door 
Prizes.  NOTE:  “Raffles” are not allowed.  Recommend changing to “Drawing”. 
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